
          “ I ts  l ike having two computers in  one,  the best  of  both wor lds.”                                      Vers ion 1.0 

                                                                    Walt  Mossberg, The Wall  Street Journal 

Parallels Desktop for Mac versus  Northstar 

“Run Windows and Mac OS X at the same t ime. Paral lels Desktop for Mac is Fast,  Secure & Flexible.”  

Product Para l le ls  Desktop  f o r  Mac  Nor thstar   

Company Para l l e l s True  Nor th  Techno log ies   

Price 

$79 .99 ,  add p r i ce  o f  Opera t ing  Sys tem &  So f tware                             
F ree  15  day t r i a l  ava i l ab le                                                             
Tota l  Cost  o f  Ow nersh ip  o f  Para l l e l s  i s  l ower  than  Nor ths ta r  

$99 .95  annua l l y  +  mon th l y /annua l  so f tware  subsc r ip t i on  fee
($39 .95  mon th ly  to  access  o f f i ce  app l i ca t ions )  

Host OS Mac OS X  10 .4 .6  o r  l a te r  Mac  OS X  10 .3 ,  10 .4   

Guest OS 
 
 

Windows  3 .1 ,  3 .11 ,  95 ,  98 ,  Me ,  NT,  2000 ,  XP,  2003 ,  L inux ,  
F reeBSD,  OS/2 ,  eComSta t ion ,  So la r i s ,  MS-DOS,  OPENSTEP 
RC2 update  –  Exper imen ta l  W indows  Vis ta  suppor t  
 

None  -  W indows  So f tware :  M ic roso f t  Of f i ce ,  In te rne t  Exp lo rer,  
M ic roso f t  F ron tPage,  M ic roso f t  P ro jec t ,  M ic roso f t  V is io ,  
M ic roso f t  V isua l  Stud io ,  M ic roso f t  SQL Server,  M ic roso f t  
V i r tua l  Se rver,  M ic roso f t  Te rm ina l  Serve r,  M ic roso f t  W indows  
Server,  SAP,  Samba,  Tomca t  App  Serve r,  Adobe  Creat i ve ,  
Lo tus  No tes ,  Lo tus  ,  Qu ick  Books ,  Tu rbo  Tax ,  Qu icken ,  
Au toCAD,  and  more .   

Processor I n te l  x86 ,  In te l  VT-x   

Performance 
Near -Na t i ve  (Inte l  x86, Inte l  VT-x & AMD SVM)                           
Mos t  ave rage users  won ’ t  no t i ce  the  per fo rmance  d i f f e rence              

Na t i ve  ( In te l  x86 ,  G3 ,  G4 ,  o r  G5)  Users  mus t  have  an  ac t i ve  
b roadband connec t ion  

Optimization Tool 
Para l le ls  Compressor  Free  ($49 .99  va lue )  
Opt imize  pe r fo rmance  &  Hard  D isk  space      
Reduces  v i r tua l  d r i ve  s i ze  by  50% or  more .    

N /A  
 

Download Size 23  MB  None  –  Cus tomers  use  b rowser  to  access  Nor ths ta r  

Solution 
Vi r tua l i za t ion  -  no  ha rdware  pa r t i t i on ing  requ i red                        
Users  Inc rease  PC u t i l i za t i on  th ru  v i r tua l i za t i on   Remote  Access  in to  Nor ths ta r  So f tware  Serv i ces                 

Windows/Mac OS 
Integration   

F i le  Shar ing  be tween  Windows  &  Mac  i s  s imp le                           
Cu t  and Pas te  be tween  Windows  &  Mac                                     
Run  Windows  s ide -by-s ide  w i th  Mac                                          

Down load  Documents  f rom Nor ths ta r  to  Mac  Hard  Dr i ve  
F i l e  Shar ing  be tween  users  ava i l ab le  

Hardware/Devices
          

USB 1 .1 ,  Mac  ha rdware  suppor t ,  web  camera ,  Windows  Mob i le  5 ,  
CD/DVD ( read  da ta  d i sc  &  ins ta l l a t i ons )                                      
Suppor t  w i l l  be  added  fo r  3D Acce le ra to r,  CD/DVD Opt i ca l  Med ia  
(mus ic  CD’s  &  DVD v ideos ) ,  USB 2 .0 ,  &  mu l t i p le  NIC ’s   

No  Suppor t  fo r  Windows  Mob i le .                                         
No  suppor t  fo r  any ha rdware /dev ice  tha t  i s  used fo r  Windows  
and  no t  na t i ve l y  suppor ted  by  Mac .  

Security 
Para l l e l s  v i r tua l  mach ine  uses  shared ne twork ing  b lock ing  any f i l e -
i n fec t i ng  v i ruses  f rom reach ing  your  Windows  opera t ing  sys tem.  

Users  a re  ab le  to  re t r i eve  the i r  l as t  sess ion  i f  t he i r  compute r  
c rashes .   Au tomat i c  Backup  o f  f i l es  p rov ided   

Networking Network ing  &  In te rne t  access  p re -con f igu red  N /A  

Support Emai l ,  D i scuss ion  Forums,  On l ine  Documenta t ions  &  Per - Inc iden t  
Phone  ($29 .99 )   

F ree  Emai l  &  Cha t  Suppor t .  Pe r - Inc iden t  Phone  Suppor t  
($45) ,  5 - Inc iden t  Phone  Suppor t  Package  ($150)  &  Un l im i ted  
Phone  Suppor t  ($200) .   
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http://www.parallels.com/
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